
February 2023

Omaha Area Board of REALTORS®
VIEW



O A B R  D I R E C T O R Y
U

PC
O

M
IN

G
 E

V
EN

TS
 2 . 02

2 . 08 

2 . 09 

2 . 10 

2 . 14 

2 . 15

2. 16

2. 22

9:00AM - 10:00AM

1:30PM - 3:00PM

9:00AM - 12:00PM

9:00AM - 10:00AM

10:00AM - 11:00AM

10:00AM - 11:00AM

11:00AM - 12:00PM

10:00AM - 11:00AM

8:30AM - 9:30 AM

8:00AM - 6:30PM

10:00AM - 11:00AM

RECHARGE 
TASK FORCE

OABR FOUNDATION
MEETING

YPN
COMMITTEE

FINANCING THE SALE,
SHOW ME THE MONEY!

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

SOCIAL EVENTS
COMMITTEE

DIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIP
COMMITTEE

RPAC FUNDRAISING
TASK FORCE

OABR DIRECTOR’S
MEETING

RECHARGE
2023

GOVERNMENTAL
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

OMAHA AREA BOARD 
OF REALTORS® 2023 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OMAHA AREA BOARD 
OF REALTORS® 
ASSOCIATION STAFF

President

President Elect

Secretary/Treasurer

Directors

Ex-Officio Directors

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary/Treasurer

Directors

GPRMLS, INC 2023
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CRYSTAL ARCHER

DENISE POPPEN

JESSICA SAWYER

JILL ANDERSON
DARLA BENGTSON
BRAD FRICKE
CHARLES CHADWICK
KYLE SCHULZE
ANGEL STARKS
ERVIN YOUMANS

MEGAN BENGTSON
LIZ OTTO
JONATHAN JAMESON
SCOTT VOGT

SCOTT VOGT

Chief Executive Officer

Programs Director

Keybox System Manager

Marketing & Events

Graphic Design

Membership & Accounts

Governmental Affairs
Director

Member Services 
Coordinator

Writer

Operations Manager

Data & Customer
Support Administrator

GREAT PLAINS 
REGIONAL MLS STAFF

DOUG ROTTHAUS

DONNA SHIPLEY

JULISSA GONZALEZ

JODI CARPER

TYLER MILLER

PATTY COLOMBE
AIMEE JENSEN

PERRE NEILAN

MONICA BAYLES

MELISSA MCELROY

DENISE MECSEJI

BETH POWERS

JILL ANDERSON

HENRY KAMMANDEL

ANDY ALLOWAY
LISA RITTER
SUSAN CLARK
TAMMY MOOS
TOM SIMMONS

COVER PHOTO:
UPWARD VIEW OF
HENRY DOORLY’S
DESERT DOME



3REALTOR® REview

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M
T H E  P R E S I D E N T

CRYSTAL ARCHER,  2023 PRESIDENT

WINTER BLUES MELTING AWAY

	 With the hurly-burly of the holidays long since over, the dark and dreary winter days seem to 
stretch on until eternity. Jack Frost is no longer just nipping at your nose. The subzero temps are a 

full-on, frigid assault to your face. As we settle into the new year, it’s easy to fall prey to the winter blues.

	 One way I like to combat the monotonous, hibernal humdrum is to think about all the wonderful 
memories the year will bring and remember what the great late Frank Sinatra once crooned: It’s a real 
good bet; the best is yet to come. 

	 While listening to the wailing saxophone of the song, eyes closed, you may wonder what would 
the ideal year look like? What memories will be made? What accomplishments will be accomplished? 
When battling the winter blahs, how do you reignite that fire in your belly? How do you recharge?

	 Merriam-Webster’s dictionary defines recharge: 1. to make a new attack. 2. to regain energy or 
spirit. 3. to become charged again.

	 On Wednesday, Feb. 15th, OABR will host 2023 REcharge – the real estate event of the year! It’s 
the perfect opportunity to network and rub shoulders with other real estate professionals. It’s a chance 
to set goals and to learn from the best and the brightest in the business. This year packs a powerful 
punch! 

	 For starters, NAR Chief Economist Lawrence Yun will showcase his expertise and give his 
economic forecast for 2023. Nebraska-grown Clayton Anderson will captivate with his story of 
overcoming adversity to realize his dream of becoming a NASA astronaut. Local leaders will share the 
future in an extraordinary Developments Across the Region Panel. One of the most uplifting sessions 
will inspire you: Overcoming Obstacles in Life; Brent Rasmussen recounts a life-changing accident 
that claimed his left leg. It’s a courageous story of resilience and valor that will hearten even the most 
disheartened. And there’s more. 

	 I hope you can experience the 2023 REcharge and leave with a renewed sense of hope as you 
make a new attack in the new year. As you battle the bleak winter drudgery, here’s a bit of wisdom from 
“Ol’ blue eyes” Sinatra, “You think you’ve seen the sun, but you ain’t seen it shine. Wait ‘til the warm-up’s 
underway… Wait ‘til you see that sunshine day. You ain’t seen nothin’ yet!” 

And remember, spring is right around the corner!			

		

All the best,

Crystal Archer, 2023 OABR President
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NEW REQUIRED TRAINING

All REALTOR® members must complete at least 2.5 hours of ethics training in 3-year 
cycles. The current cycle will end on December 31, 2024, and future training cycles will 
be every three years. If you completed the OABR New Member Orientation after 
January 1, 2022, you have satisfied the 2024 requirement.

All OABR REALTOR® members must complete at least 3 hours of fair housing 
instruction in 3-year cycles (concurrent with the NAR ethics training cycle). The 
current cycle will end on December 31, 2024, and future training cycles will be every 
three years. If you completed the OABR New Member Orientation after January 1, 
2022, you have satisfied the 2024 requirement.

The Finance portion of the OABR New Member Orientation is now offered five times 
per year as a 3-hour CE class (#1365) and is open to all OABR members. The course is 
held in February, April, June, September, and November – daytime and evening hours, 
so consult the OABR calendar for start times and registration information.

 

The Contract portion of the OABR New Member Orientation is now offered five times 
per year as a 3-hour CE class (#1357R) and is open to all OABR members. The course is 
held in January, March, May, August, and October – daytime and evening hours, so 
consult the OABR calendar for start times and registration information.

1

2

3

4

CODE OF ETHICS

FAIR HOUSING

FINANCE ORIENTATION

CONTRACTS ORIENTATION

For just $550, protect yourself 
and your clients with our 
12-Month Home Warranty. 
Visit go.serviceone.com/home-warranty, scan the 
QR code, or contact Cody today!

Cody Bousema
Home Warranty Account Manager
Questions: (402) 306-6319
Ready to Order: (402) 597-2169
cbousema@serviceone.com
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     He explained that the purpose 
of the course is to help people 
see relationships holistically and 
realistically and gave the 
example of birth order in a family. 
The oldest and the youngest 
child come from the same family 
yet have very different 
experiences despite coming from 
the same background. “Why 
would considering gender or 
race be such a steep climb?” he 
pondered. He sees this course as 
something that helps you learn 
to work with a more diverse set 
of people fairly. 
       Phipps’ final food for 
thought: “Intent doesn’t matter. 
Just because I’m not aware of my 
actions being offensive doesn’t 
make them less offensive. But if 
we are made aware, we are less 
likely to offend. We all come from 
different experiences, different 
faiths, and different 
backgrounds. Embracing these 
differences allows everyone to be 
their authentic self.”

OVERCOMING

BIAS
IMPLICIT 
Implicit Bias is an unconscious, unintentional assessment of someone that affects your attitude 
towards them. Left unchecked, it can lead to potentially offensive behavior and even Fair Housing 
Law violations.

 AR introduced implicit bias  
 training to give real estate  
 professionals the tools to 
recognize and address this issue, so 
they can learn how to work with all 
clients and colleagues respectfully and 
equally. Natalie Davis has been 
teaching the Implicit Bias Course for 
over a year. The Colorado-based 
REALTOR® said, “The Implicit Bias 
training causes you to pause and 
reflect on why you do business the way 
you do.” She explained that the work is 
internal. “We can’t force individuals to 
do the work but can provide the tools.” 
The goal is to make people pause and 
be more intentional in how they 
approach people in their day-to-day 
business.
  “Every time I facilitate a 
course, I learn something new about 
myself. That lightbulb moment when 
you go, oh!” Davis expands on 
experiencing the lightbulb moment, 
“You enter that space from a place of 
respect and curiosity. Respect for other 
individuals and the curiosity of a 
five-year-old.” She added, “The number 
one reason I love this course: it takes a 
look from an outside lens, a deep dive 
into the science behind it. 
       

The neurological and physiological 
reaction in our bodies when we 
encounter bias.”
     Davis said having systems in place 
to counter bias is essential. She refers 
to the acronym BRICK: belonging, 
respect, individuation, communication, 
and kindness. If you scan the room and 
sense anything is off, you can ask if 
everyone feels like they belong. You 
approach each individual from a place 
of kindness and respect, with open 
communication.
      Ron Phipps, a former NAR 
President and an implicit bias 
instructor from Rhode Island, said the 
objective of the course is to increase 
self-awareness and empower people. 
“A lot of people bristle at the word 
privilege,” Phipps said, “They feel like, 
well I earned everything I have.” 
According to the instructor, when 
people approach bias with that 
mindset, they’re less open to learning 
how their words and actions impact 
others. “We want to inspire a metanoia. 
Metanoia is the Greek word for a 
change of heart. We want a 
breakthrough mindset.”

N
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INVEST 
in Local Commercial Real Estate 

as a Passive Limited Partner! 
Join the Investor Group at McGregorint.com.

Review Private Offerings and Invest in 
Local Commercial Real Estate.   

Looking for Professional Commercial 
Real Estate Property Management? 

Call McGregor Interests Inc. 
for a Complimentary Property Review.

Call: 402-334-2123
www.McGregorint.com

11750 Stonegate Circle • Omaha NE, 68164

 The Great Plains Regional MLS Board of Directors 
unanimously approved a $5.00 monthly MLS fee 
increase starting April 1, 2023. The goal of this action is 
to align MLS fees with the expanded services GPRMLS is 
offering with regards to rule compliance, data integrity, 
Paragon system training, and organizational growth to 
address the unification of overlapping markets.
 Monthly payments will be automatically adjusted 
to reflect the new fees starting in April 2023. No action 
is required.

REGIONAL MLS
FEE INCREASE EFFECTIVE
APRIL 2023



7REALTOR® REview

B U I L D E R S  O F  T H E  F U T U R E :

             hey partnered with Metro   
             Omaha Home Builders   
Association (MOBA) to build 
playhouses; MOBA provided the 
building materials. The proceeds from 
playhouse sales then funded 
scholarships. Two years later, this 
evolved into the Builders of the Future 
organization (BOTF), and it became a 
501(c)(3) non-profit by 2001. Today, it 
focuses on mentoring high school 
students in the construction trades. 
 The organization continued 
to evolve with time. Its mission: To 
educate and encourage the next 
generation of construction trade 
specialists by working with area high 
schools and organizations. They teach 
local high schoolers construction skills 
by having them build projects – 
everything from installing windows 
and doors to installing siding to 
roofing. Many local companies donate 
resources to keep the program going: 
Anderson Windows, DuPont 
Weatherized Systems, ABC Supply Co., 
James Hardie Siding, Taylor Made 
Home Solutions, Lyman-Richey Corp., 
AAA Building Components, 
Christensen Lumber, Millard Lumber, 
Mead Lumber, and S.E. Smith & Sons.
 Ted Grace said the mentoring 
program has been well-received and 
is really needed. “It’s giving students 
hands-on experience. It introduces 
them to the trades.” 

The program expanded beyond just 
building playhouses; they now build 
decks, doghouses, sheds, and even 
complete houses. Seeing the projects 
built on-site has generated interest in 
more students. The skills they acquire 
through this program provide a broader 
range of employment options with 
better pay. They can land a higher 
paying job right out of high school. 
They can even earn college credit. 
 With burgeoning interest, 
Grace is concerned about the program 
growing too quickly and not being able 
to keep up with the demand. BOTF had 
to bring on a second program facilitator 
and may need to add a third. Program 
facilitator Mark Bowder said, “As long as 
the students are motivated, willing to 
learn, and show up on time, they can 
learn a trade and make a decent living.” 
With a wide range of trades and an 
array of different people with different 
aptitudes and preferences, BOTF can 
lead students to their specialty, the 
specific area that’s a good fit for them. 
He added, “Learning a trade… no one 
can take that away from them.”
 The growing organization 
discovered the need is much larger 
than anticipated. Not only for students, 
but for training future teachers. 
Another area of focus of the 
organization targets training teachers. 
There’s a program called “Train the 
Trainer” where they teach local high 
school teachers different skills that they 
can in turn teach their students.
  “We have teachers from all 
around interested in the program. 

We’ve had schools calling from 2 states 
away,” the program administrator said. 
The program could grow to a statewide 
one. Other states could use it as a 
model to form their own programs. One 
of the most rewarding things for 
Bowder is when something just clicks 
with a student, where they are excited 
to learn. “When the kids show up with 
their own tool belts, looking like a 
tradesperson, they start acting 
differently. Like they believe they have 
the capacity to do it.” Instilling 
confidence in their abilities and helping 
them master their skillset makes all the 
hard work that much more rewarding.

T

The year is 1993. Bill Clinton is President. Nirvana released “In Utero.” The 
same year, an earth-shattering explosion shook the World Trade Center. It 
was a year of monumental events when Ted Grace started The Playhouse 
Project with cofounder Steve Skidmore.

BUILDING A 
BETTER FUTURE 
FOR LOCAL TEENS

To donate to The Builders of the Future 
Foundation, visit:
thebuilderfoundation.org/how-to-support.

To donate to OABR’s Foundation, which 
supports BOTF and other programs, visit: 
omaharealtors.com/foundation/.
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AHLVERS, JERRY
AIROLA, DEBBIE
AMICK, MOLLY
ARCHER, CRYSTAL
BENGTSON, DARLA
BENGTSON, MEGAN
BOUSEMA, CODY
BRIGGS, DIANE
CHADWICK, CHARLES
CLARK, SUSAN
DOHSE, DOUG
FRANS, BRANDON

FRANS, TRACY
FRICKE, BRAD
GEHRKI, JOE
GRIGGS, SHERRI
GUY, SARAH
HENSON, SUE
KIDNEY, MINDY
KNAPP, CAMILLA
KRENK, LINDSEY
LAMOUREUX, JEANNE
LANG, MONICA
LEADERS, MARK

LEISEY, VINCE
LONGACRE, SHERRYL
MARASCO, NICO
MCNALLY, LORETTA
MCNEEL, SARINA
MICHAEL, BRIAN
NEILAN, JENN
NEILAN, PERRE
PARKER, KAYCI
POPPEN, DENISE
RAUTH, SUSAN
RICHARDSON, LISA

RITTER, DENNIS
RITTER, LISA
SAWYER, JESSICA
STARKS, ANGEL
SWANSON, BILL
TARTAGLIA, JULIE
TAYLOR, TRAVIS
TENEYCK, DIXIE
TICHAUER, FRED
WEHNER, MARK
WEIKEL, JENNIFER

ADAMS, KATHRYN
BARRERA, MARTHA
BECK, SANDRA
FOWLER, ASHLEY

GUSTAFSON, DEBRA
KONZ WIECZOREK, KELLIE
MATNEY, DAVID
MEYER, TRUDY

MOORE, STEPHEN
MOY, LINDA
SERRANO, FRANCISCO
SHIPLEY, DONNA

VACHA, STEVE

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED OABR OVERGOAL. $174,980 WAS RAISED IN 2022!
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Palensky, Leslie
Palermo, Jennifer
Palermo, Robert
Panas, Theodore
Panebianco, Andrew
Panebianco, Joseph
Parizek, Lisa
Parment, Georgia
Parsons, Glenn
Patton, John
Paul, Lori
Pauley-Kelly, Kerri
Pedersen, April
Peffer, Walter
Pekas, Michael
Penke, Bryce
Perry, Emma
Person, Graham
Peters, Charles
Peters, David
Petersen, Brenda
Petersen, Cassandra
Petersen, Eric
Petersen, Jennifer
Petersen, TJ
Peterson, Jodi
Pettid, Michael
Pfeffer, Kurt
Pfitzer, Ryan
Pflaum, Kathryn
Phelps, Chad
Philbin, Catherine
Philbin, Kristina
Phillips, Michaela
Picha, Shannon
Pineda Castillo, Elmer
Plagmann, Kelli
Podoll, Angie
Pogge, Justin
Pohlad, Julie
Pohlad, Sara
Polinsky, Maria
Porter, Sarah
Potineni, Venugopala
Poutre, Silvia
Powell, Regi
Prevenas, Peter
Prince, Alycia
Pringle, Ken
Pruess, Jeffrey
Pruess, Joann
Purvis, Edward
Pusch, Daniel
Quattlebaum, Sasha
Rader, Stephanie
Ragan, Michele
Ragan, Nicholas
Randall, James
Randone, Karyn
Rankins, Torye
Rasmussen, Pamela
Raymond, Jacob
Real, Julie
Rector, Delta
Reed, Aja
Reeder, Shane
Reeder, Timothy
Reeker, Katherine
Reeker, Thomas
Reeve, Cassidee
Reid, Stacey
Reineke, Angela
Reinig, Christina
Reischl, Sara
Renken, Travis
Rennels, Douglas
Rensch, Jeffrey
Rensch, Mari
Rensch, Todd
Reyes, Cesia
Reynek, Jody
Riddle, Nicole
Riddle, Phillip
Riedmann, Coleen
Ringer, Erica
Ringle, Lori
Robertson, Christopher
Robinson, Diega
Robirds, Cynthia
Rogers, Elizabeth
Rogers, Dianne
Rohan, Thomas
Rokusek, Sidney
Rooker, David
Rose, Karen
Rose, Steven
Rosenthal, Scott

Todd, Douglas
Todero, Gina
Toebben, Jennifer
Tonn, Amanda
Torpy, Justin
Townsend, Ann
Trapp, Thomas
Trelles, Tori
Troia, Candice
Trout, Nathalie
Tucker, April
Tucker, Jennifer
Turco, Kevin
Turner, Sandra
Tyler, Sherri
Tynan, Samuel
Ugland, Sharon
Uhing, Dean
Ullsperger, Sarah
Ulrich, Andrew
Vacanti, Traci
Van Moorleghem, Dennis
Van Pelt, Mark
Vandeveer, Jeanette
Vaughn, Cathy
Vawter, Teia
Venuto, Bryn
Vermaas, Renae
Vermeer-Kesick, Zachary
Vinckier, Melissa
Vint, Georgianna
Vo, To Anh
Vocelka, James
Von Dollen, Linda
VonTersch, Margaret
Voycheske, Christina
Voyles, Lisa
Vukov, Mark
Wadzinski, Paul
Wakefield, Bobbie
Wallman, Beth
Walsh, Patrick
Walter, Ricky
Walz, John
Walz, Lynne
Wanninger, John
Ward, Stephen
Ware, Emily
Warnke, Diane
Watson, Adam
Waxberg, Jennifer
Weaver, Laura
Weeder, Teresa
Wees, Merri
Wehner, Therese
Wehner Jacobsen, Kristen
Weinert, Catherine
Welch, Wendy
Wells, Mary
Wellsandt, Joann
Wempen, Marcy
Wentz, Melody
Wertheim, Andrew
West, Michael
Westby, Alyson
Westerhaus, Joseph
Westerlin, Dixie
Westover, Jeffrey
Whisler, Tawni
White, Kristi
White, Rian
Wichman, Connie
Wickstrom, Katherine
Wiese, Patricia
Wilhelm, Charles
Wilhelm, Cheryl
Wilhelm, Jeremy
Wilken, Daryle
Williams, Rosemary
Williams, April
Williams, Deborah
Williams, Jennifer
Wilson, Brian
Wilson, Christian
Wilson, Christopher
Wilson, Julie
Wilson, Linda
Wimer, Dale
Winge, Molly
Wiseman, Robert
Wisniewski, Kirsten
Wisniewski, Melissa
Witt, Bradley
Witt, Branden
Wood, Warren
Woodle, Sandra
Woods, Andrew
Woods, Gabrielle
Woosley, Cara
Wurstner, Jacqueline
Wyman, Marlene
Yost, Anton
Youmans, Ervin
Young, Mary
Zach, Antonio
Zach, Bradley
Zach, Margaret
Zachary, Sarah
Zacks, Steven
Zahm, Amanda
Zaw, Moe
Zeller, Mary
Zerse, Geraldine
Ziegler, Ian
Zimmerman, Lisa
Zorn, Barbara
Zuger, Alicia
Zych, Brian

VACHA, STEVE

$1 - A - Day ($365)
Ciochon, Trina
Dobson, Thomas
Gibson, Ryan
Santamaria, Crystal 

Capitol Club ($250)
Blackmon, Michael
Burkhardt, Tracy
Cameron, Christine
Dole, Lynette
Dritley, Amy
Grimes, Sharon
Harris, Lisa
Jansen-Bartholow, Lisa
Kanne, Ricky
Kesick, Carolyn
Knox, Thomas
Lee, Sean
McCoy, Kari
Morrison, James
Neary, Raymond
Novotny, Shelli
Otto, Elizabeth
Rasmussen, Kelly
Palser, Floyd
Rethwisch, Cali
Rump, Blane
Seeger, Mia
Shour, Christine
Stander, Pamela
Storovich, Sara
Tuzzio-Petak, Jennifer
 
Senator's Club ($150) 
Bunde, Carmen
Kavan, Katherine
Lewin, Derick
May, Angela
McClanahan, Rachel
Menard, Erica
Monjaras, Jennifer
Ost, Sheila
Pagel, Jennifer
Potter, David
Robinson, Brent
Sladek, Mary
Smith, Dakotah
Story, Michael
Weeks, Heidi
Wertheim, Robert
 
Club 100 ($100) 
Bartalini, Nicole
Bresley, Mark
Deprez, Brian
Deprez, Nicole
Eakin, Brian
Edwards, Richard
Ferraguti, Michaela
Gell, John
Gell, Lisa
Johnson, Diane
Kaufman, Carol
Kelly, Elizabeth
Langford, Rachel
McPadden, Sandra
Muniz, Vincent
Newell, Kayla
Oberhauser, Erin
Pugh, JoAnne
Schneider, Milton
Weatherford, Deanna

Fair Share ($50) 
Aarhus, Lynn
Abraham, Philip
Abraham, TaZhane
Agarwal, Arun
Ahlstrom, Gertrude
Ahlvers, Chad
Ahlvers, Raquel
Alberts, Kiley
Alberts, Marla
Alexander, Ivy
Ali, Faisal
Allen, Deanna
Altman, Danielle
Andersen, Cheri
Andersen, Tiffany
Anderson, Angelina
Anderson, Carly
Anderson, Colt
Anderson, Jayce
Andrade, Maria
Andresen, Delten
Andrew, Cynthia
Andrews, Lisa
Andrlik, Roxanne
Anson, Kaleen
Anzalone, Antonio
Appleget, Eliot
Atkinson, Billie
Aufenkamp, Amanda
Aulner, Aaron
Bakhit, Julia
Baldeh, Abraham
Ballue, Lisa
Bankson, Paige
Baratta, Sandra
Barges, Michael
Barnett, Paul
Barney, Steven
Barnhart, Martin
Barr, Nancy
Barrera, Oscar
Bartel Bliss, Lisa
Bashara, Matthew
Battiato, Diane
Baumeister, Kevin
Baumert, Gary
Baxter, Melissa
Beard, Brian

 

Beaton, Christopher
Beberwyk, David
Beck, Bree
Beckman, Kenneth
Beckner, Heidi
Beebe, Kaylie
Beebe, Susan
Beers, Diane
Begley, John
Behm, Chandler
Behm, Martha
Beisheim, Kimberly
Bell, Bryan
Bell, Patricia
Bell, TJ
Bellino, Kara
Belsky, Andrew
Belt, Iris
Beninato, Nikolas
Benner, Nicholas
Bennett, Jennifer
Benson, Brandon
Benson, Stacey
Bergman, Mayce
Bergmann, Scott
Berlin, Jeff
Berry, Jacqueline
Besack, Tara
Best, Brian
Bethel, Kathryn
Bettin, Barbara
Bhalla, Anil
Bickford, Kelli
Bieker, Lindsay
Bighia, Oalga
Billingsley, Mark
Bittner, Patricia
Blacketer, Brandi
Blackman, Catherine
Blakley, Katrina
Blankenau, Mark
Blocker, Tanya
Bloemer, Aaron
Bloemer, Arielle
Bloomer, Carrie
Bloomquist, Colleen
Bober, Christopher
Bock, AndrewBoe, Nancy
Boganowski, Deborah
Borkowski, Elizabeth
Borsheim, Victoria
Bottorff, Tylor
Bowles, Cheryl
Bowman, Jessica
Bowsman, Quint
Boyce, Dawn
Boyd, Clinton
Boyle, Kathleen
Boyle, Mandy
Boyles, Jo
Bozak, Lou
Brabec, James
Brassette, Leigh
Bratetic, Michelle
Braun, James
Bray, Denice
Bredemeyer, John
Breed, Randall
Bridges, Tara
Briggs, Joshua
Broders, Carrie
Brosnihan, Mark
Brotzki, Michelle
Brown, Emily
Brown, Ethan
Brown, Justin
Brown, Kirstin
Buckley, Michael
Bullington, Serina
Burford, Judith
Burke, Timothy
Burkle, Ronald
Burkle, Sheryl
Burney, Charles
Burns, Alison
Burns, Stephanie
Burright, Pamela
Burt, Patrick
Buscher, Kelly
Butler, Christopher
Byrnes, Mary
Cabral, Mary
Cage-Conkling, Deborah
Cain, Kathleen
Campbell, Jonathan
Cannon, Theresa
Carlin, Brian
Carlson, Debra
Carlson, Marjorie
Carr, Deanne
Carrig, David
Cassel, Kirk
Castillo, Sandra
Castro, Ricardo
Cavanaugh, Andrea
Champion, Tammy
Chapman, Mary
Charko, Megan
Chavez, Marcus
Cherica, John
Chilton, Kelsey
Choi, Laura
Christensen, Kellie
Christie, Joshua
Chu, Jeffrey
Church, Melissa
Churchill, Jeff
Churchill, John
Churchill, Shannon
Ciochon, Mark
Ciochon-Lichter, Linda
Clark, Lesley
Cleveland, Judith

Ross, Michael
Ross, Ryan
Ross, Zachary
Rosso, Larry
Rosso-Gill, Shelby
Roth, Paul
Roth, Michele
Rother, Joshua
Rouch, Kathryn
Rowe, Drew
Royuk, Joanne
Rubin, Ronald
Ruh, Terilynn
Ruhl, Tina
Rupe, Tiffany
Ruwe, Mark
Ryan, Annette
Ryan-Zuniga, Tammy
Sacco, Samuel
Safarik, Duane
Saggau, Jared
Salkin, Michael
Salvatori, Denise
Salzbrenner, Timothy
Samaniego, Cortney
Samson, Chelsea
Santos, Melissa
Savant, Sheetal
Scarlett, Patricia
Schaben, Kevin
Schade, Trevor
Schiferl, Darrin
Schlabs, Ryan
Schlickbernd, Jeri
Schmidt, Dawn
Schneekloth, Janet
Schneidewind, Holly
Scholting, Terri
Schram, Danielle
Schriver, Gena
Schumacher, Richard
Scott, Sarah
Sederstrom, Charles
Sedivy, Brenda
Self, Shauna
Sellin-Kurtz, Chapin
Sempeck, Tina
Sgourakis, Konstantino
Sgourakis, Megan
Shanahan, Barbara
Shanahan, Justin
Shelton, Jackie
Shunk, Kathleen
Sievers, Desire
Silva, Diane
Silva Morales, Valeria
Simmons, Tom
Simon, Gina
Simon, Jacob
Simon, Thomas
Simons, Gregory
Singleton, Laura
Skradski Luhrs, Rachel
Sledge, Kathy
Smail, Benjamin
Smith, Thomas
Smith, Jeffery
Smith, Linda
Smith, Susan
Sorensen, Shannon
Soria, Rikki
Sosnowski, Jamie
Sousek, Lisa
Spitz, Adam
St James, Jean
Staab, Adam
Stanton, Tiffany
Starmer, Heather
Steager, Steven
Steffes, Todd
Stephens, Michelle
Sterns, Regina
Steskal, Heidi
Stevens, Devon
Stevens, Jaime
Stewart, Christi
Stewart, Jermaine
Stine, Grant
Stitnicky, Andrew
Stoneburg, Gary
Stoneburg, Janell
Stork, Mary
Story, Kevin
Stuart, Aimee
Sullivan, William
Sum, Ashley
Sundell, Jody
Suttles, Darrin
Sutton, Charles
Svendgard, Travis
Swanson, Janelle
Swanson, Kimberly
Swanson, Matthew
Sweet, Julie
Swirczek, Holly
Syrek, Abbie
Tabatabai, Beverly
Taylor, Jacalyn
Taylor, Kimmylea
Taylor, Mark
Temme, Joseph
Terpstra, Freedom
Thiel, Matthew
Thomas, Shari
Thompson, Shelley
Thoms, Jana
Thomsen, Larain
Thorberg, Kyle
Thurston, Julie
Tibbles, Kirk
Tierney, Janelle
Tindall, Becky
Tisinger, Samantha
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Scott Rosenthal
New Home Specialist

402.215.3480
SRosenthal@DRHorton.com

Representing 
All Locations!

DO YOU WANT DO YOU WANT 
TO GET OUT OF TO GET OUT OF 

THE COLD?THE COLD?

Florida Gulf CoastFlorida Gulf Coast
Anna Maria Is land Anna Maria Is land ||  S iesta Key S iesta Key

Longboat Key Longboat Key ||  Ft .  Meyers  Ft .  Meyers ||  Tampa Tampa

Kelly Gitt | The Gitt Team
Broker Associate
941.799.9299
Kelly@GittSoldIt.com
GittSoldIt.com

We can help!We can help!
We proudly serve the...We proudly serve the...

USAF Veteran 
Owned & 
Operated

We Love Referral 

Partners!

See the full membership report at: OmahaREALTORS.com/membership-report

M E M B E R S H I P  R E P O R TC E R T I F I C A T I O N S  &  D E S I G N A T I O N S

P E R S O N A L S

December Activity

Membership (As of January 1) 2022 2021

MO YTD

New REALTOR® Members

Designated REALTORS®

REALTOR®

REALTOR® Emeritus

TOTAL REALTORS®

Institute Affiliate

Affiliate Members

Key-Only Affiliates

Resignations

8

23

196

2986

66

3248

72

157

137

60

3237

71

161

149

2974

203

376

305

See the full membership report at: OmahaREALTORS.com/membership-report

Condolences to:

Congratulations to:

- Amy Dritley, CharterWest Mortgage, on the recent passing
  of her father.

- Rusty Hike, Hike Real Estate, for being recognized as a 
   REALTOR® Emeritus
- Denise Mecseji and Beth Powers with Great Plains    	
  Regional MLS for receiving the RED-B Designation from 	
  the Real Estate Standards Organization (RESO). RED-B is     	
  only for those individuals who have successfully completed 	
  the Working with Real Estate Data - Business coursework.

At Home With Diversity (AHWD)

- Ervin Youmans, Nebraska Realty

- Tammy Nicola, BHHS Ambassador Real Estate
- Nicholas Navarrette, BHHS Ambassador Real Estate
- Stephanie Matson, Coldwell Banker NHS 

- David Beberwyk, Realty ONE Group Sterling
- Stacey Watson, Nebraska Realty

- Matt Circo, BHHS Ambassador Real Estate

Military Relocation Professional (MRP)

Graduate, REALTOR® Institute (GRI)

Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR®)

Member 
FDIC 

Equitable Bank 
20112 Pierce Street, Omaha, NE 68130 
402-827-8100  

Apply or prequalify for your 
mortgage online 24/7! 
www.equitableonline.com/jdobrovolny Joe Dobrovolny            

V.P. Mortgage Lender 
NMLS #445889 
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 Pig butchering. It sounds like the unfortunate end of a farm 
animal before becoming a package of bacon. It’s a term to describe a 
complex investment scam where people are coaxed into investing in 
cryptocurrency.
 According to “Psychology Today” Pig Butchering is a 
multibillion-dollar scamming industry that uses forced labor. Human 
trafficking enables this major investment fraud. People are 
essentially kidnapped and forced to work in a high-pressure call 
center, generating leads. They spend weeks or months fostering 
trust between themselves and their targets, reading from a script. 
Scammers target potential victims on social media apps, dating 
apps, or even send random texts. They build a rapport with the 
victim, convince them to invest in crypto, then steal the funds. 
 Local REALTOR® Bruce Johnson was recently targeted by 
one of these scammers. She contacted him through realtor.com, 
claiming she lived in Denver and wanted to invest $1.5 million in real 
estate. They spoke daily for about a month before she even 
mentioned crypto. 
“I should have been more diligent,” Johnson said, explaining that 
after weeks of talking, she managed to earn his trust. He said it was 
like a mind game. Once she convinced him to invest, she urged him 
to invest more. He wishes he had recognized the red flags sooner. 
His word of advice? “Don’t be afraid to ask questions about their 
identity. Ask them to send their info. I should have pushed harder. It 
would have rooted her out.”
 Successful, fiscally savvy people fall victim to crypto 
investment fraud. There was $429 million lost to this scheme in the 
U.S. last year. According to the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission website, scammers use different strategies. 

PIG BUTCHERING: 
THE NEW CRYPTO SCAM

Ask Questions. Do independent 
research. Scammers are banking on 
you to blindly invest without first 
investigating.

Know the salesperson. You can check 
for any disciplinary history of brokers 
and advisers for free using the SEC’s 
and FINRA’s online databases. Your 
state securities regulator may have 
more information. 

Be wary of unsolicited offers. 
Especially if someone recommends 
foreign or offshore investments. 

Protect yourself online. Don’t 
volunteer personal information to 
people or post it on social media 
accounts. Never give out financial 
information.

If it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is. There are no “guaranteed 
returns” in investing. There’s always 
some risk.

Don’t be blindsided when the 
con artist comes across as 
likeable and trustworthy.

Resist the pressure to invest money 
RIGHT NOW. It’s a tactic scammers 
use to coerce victims into investing 
before vetting a prospective 
investment.

Bottom line? Trust your gut. Bruce Johnson summed it up succinctly: 
“If something doesn’t feel right, it’s not right.” 

Here’s a few tips from the experts 
to avoid becoming a victim of 
fraud, taken from the SEC website, 
investor.gov.
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02.15.23  EMBASSY SUITES LAVISTA CONFERENCE CENTER  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

CLAYTON
ANDERSON

“REAL ESTATE ECONOMIC OUTLOOK”

Dr. Lawrence Yun is the Chief Economist and Senior Vice President of Research at 
the National Association of REALTORS®. He regularly provides commentary on real 
estate market trends and is responsible for a wide range of research activity for the 
association. Dr. Yun creates NAR's forecasts and participates in many forecasting 
panels, among them the Wall Street Journal and the Joint Center for Housing 
Studies of Harvard University. He appears regularly on financial news outlets and 
has testified before Congress. Hear him speak on his analysis of the real estate 
market in the year ahead in this morning session. 

DREW
KAMP

JASON
BALL

Clayton Anderson's return to Nebraska is not simply coming home. Rather, it is 
him returning with a mission in mind: to give back to the people and the 
community who made him the man he is today. Don't miss this session with 
retired NASA Astronaunt Clayton "Astro Clay" Anderson who now serves as 
the President and CEO of the Strategic Air Command & Aerospace Museum
in Ashland, Nebraska. 

“COMING HOME... AND GIVING BACK!”

Join us as the executive leadership from across the 
region discusses new developments in a panel 

“Developments Across the Region.” Veta Jeffery, 
Omaha Chamber of Commerce; Jason Ball, Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce; and Drew Kamp, Council 

Bluffs Chamber of Commerce, will discuss their 
proposed improvements for Nebraska and Iowa.

LAWRENCE
YUN

“DEVELOPMENTS ACROSS 
THE REGION”

VETA
JEFFERY

20
23

YOUR KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
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Breakout 
Sessions

Keynote
Speakers

After Party + 
Drink Ticket

CE Hours, SWAG 
Bag, & More!

All-Day
Coffee & Water

Breakfast
& Lunch

IN YOUR TICKET

VIEW THE REST OF THE LINE UP AND GET YOUR TICKETS AT:

RECHARGENEBRASKA.COM

BRENT
RASMUSSEN

GREG 
DYCHE

TERRY
TANNER

DEB 
MANNING

JANELLE
ROKER

“TORTOISE DAILY
ROUTINE”

“USING YOUR 
STRENGTHS

 TO NAVIGATE 
ROADBLOCKS”

“GUYS, GALS, AND FOLX: 
UNDERSTANDING
THE POWER OF 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE”

“I DIDN’T GET 
HERE ALONE”

“STAY CONNECTED
WITH PARAGON

ON THE GO”

YOUR BREAKOUT SPEAKERS

APPROVED FOR 3 HOURS CONTINUING EDUCATION!



Nebraska & Western Iowa’s #1 Most Trusted Name 
in Residential & Commercial Property Inspections

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • SATURDAY INSPECTIONS AVAILABLE

keted with up-front and transpar-
ent information often sell quickly.

In real estate, we are coming 
out of a time where sellers were 
able to choose offers without 
home inspections because buy-
ers felt they had to bypass them 
to get the house. Sellers reveled 
in above-asking-price offers with 
no inspections. Many agents did 
not like this lack of transparency, 
but had to respect their clients’ 
choices.

To fill this information vacuum 
many agents suggested pre-sale 
inspections be completed on list-
ings. Because of these, sellers 
have seen higher offers from buy-
ers who were not holding back 
due to concerns about the prop-
erty’s condition. There have been 
fewer legal concerns, and less 
hassle for sellers and agents due 
to reduced contingency period ne-
gotiations.

In our market our pre-sale in-

Home Standards would like to 
announce that we have a vehicle 
for sale. It has a few years on it, 
but has many new parts. Pristine 
condition. Drive-away condition. 
Please give us a call to set up a 
time to come take a look. The 
engine will not be allowed to be 
started, and no test driving.

This scenario is obviously fic-
tion, but would you ever consider 
buying a car without starting it 
up and taking it for a test drive? 
Highly unlikely! Products for sale 
with limited information typically 
do not do well, while those mar-

Call today! 402-392-2020  |  HomeStandards.com

Market Makes Rules

spections have grown by 10-fold 
from just one year ago. 

As the market cools and returns 
to normal, we have seen requests 
for pre-sale inspections stay popu-
lar because of the realized benefits 
of getting the information a home 
inspection provides out in front of 
the transaction. 

In the new home construction 
market things have changed as 
well. 3-5 years ago, there were a 
limited number of builders in our 
community. Many of the smaller 
builders left the market in the late 
00’s due to the housing bubble 
that burst.

New construction quality after 
this period was strong. In a weak 
market, it is the strong companies 
that survive. Thankfully we see 

Steve Vacha
President

a resurgence of builders entering 
our market. We need homes built!

Unfortunately, with this fast 
growth, the quality of some con-
struction has suffered. Agents and 
savvy buyers are seeing this. The 
fast growth in this market has cre-
ated the need for more new con-
struction inspections. I personally 
have completed hundreds of these 
through the years and have never 
felt that a client regretted having a 
new construction inspection.

The market calls the shots. 
Along with regular home inspec-
tions for buyers, pre-sale inspec-
tions and new construction in-
spections are in high demand. 

The market rules we say. Or 
maybe it’s better to say, it bal-
ances out.

FEBRUARY
THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

1956

1965

1976

1987

2018
FEB 22: In Montgomery, 
Alabama, Martin Luther King
 and Rosa Parks were among 
80 arrested after a three-
month long bus boycott. 
Later in 1956, the U.S. 
Supreme Court mandated
 desegregation of the buses.

FEB 21: Malcolm X, born in 
Omaha in 1925, was 
assassinated while 
delivering a speech in a 
ballroom in New York City.

FEB 1: President Gerald 
Ford officially recognized
Black History Month as an 
opportunity to honor the 
too-often neglected 
accomplishments of 
Black Americans in every 
area of our history.

FEB 17: Guest Speaker, 
Congressman Hal Daub, 
spoke at an OABR 
Membership Meeting 
about the 1986 Tax 
Reform. Daub served on 
the House Ways and 
Means Committee.
  

FEB 5: The most extensive 
congressional tax package in
30 years was being 
implemented. REALTORS®  
preserved the mortgage 
interest deduction, the capital 
gains exclusion on the sale of 
a residence, and the 
commercial like-kind 
exchange rules.



15REALTOR® REview

E  Starks explained that 
being mindful of what kind of 
culture we’re putting out there is 
a good start. Becoming 
knowledgeable about implicit 
bias helps people understand 
the importance of diversity 
better. “The idea (addressing 
implicit bias) is a personal 
choice. You have to explore 
outside of what you think you 
already know.” She expanded on 
why making people feel like they 
belong is vital to building a more 
inclusive and diverse community. 
“People need to feel like they 
belong. It’s one thing to be 
invited to the party. It’s another 
to be invited to dance.”
 Local real estate agent 
and OABR’s Diversity Scholarship 
Committee Ervin Youmans said, 
“I believe Diversity and Inclusion 
are very important in the real 
estate industry for continued 
growth and sustainability. With 
communities being comprised of 
many different backgrounds, 
representation matters.”
 The Omaha Area Board 
of REALTORS® provides Ethnic 
Minority Outreach Scholarships. 
The scholarships cover 
pre-license classes, State testing 
fees, and year-one REALTOR® 
dues. According to Youmans, the 
cost of getting started adds up 
quickly, and the scholarship is 
the only way some people can 
achieve a real estate career. “The 
Diversity Scholarship Committee 
also assigns a mentor to help the 
candidate throughout the 
process. It helps keep the 
individual on track and provides 
a good resource of information 
to them.”
 “People from diverse 
backgrounds or cultures can 
provide different but 
much-needed perspectives, 
experiences, and skills.  By 
working with agents from 
diverse backgrounds, it helps all 
agents work on their cultural 
competency, which in turn helps 
the communities they serve,” 
Youmans said.

 mbracing diversity  
 goes beyond just  
 inviting everyone to sit  
 at the table. It’s making  
 everyone feel like they 
have a voice and are valued. 
OABR is committed to 
promoting diversity. The OABR 
Diversity Scholarship Committee 
helps people of all races and 
ethnicities attain their sales 
licenses and careers in real 
estate. It not only gives diverse 
individuals a voice but also 
allows them to represent and 
educate all communities. 
REALTORS® know about specific 
programs, loans, and other 
information which can help 
everyone achieve the American 
Dream of homeownership.
 Local REALTOR® Angel 
Starks elucidated the 
importance of representation. 
“It’s a known fact that people of 
color have less homeownership. 
In addition to historical barriers, 
people replicate what they see. 
Unless you know how to   
   navigate better.” She is     
      passionate about educating  
       others on homeownership.  
       She wants homeowners of  
     color to become the norm, not  
   an exception.
 Starks said forging 
authentic relationships with 
individuals builds true diversity 
in a work environment and the 
community. “I want people to 
see me as a person of great 
quality and value, not one that 
can just fill the diversity box.” 
She explained that sometimes 
being the only person of color in 
the room adds pressure. It is as if 
she is perceived as the lone voice 
for the entire African-American 
community, which she is not.
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M DLANDS
HOME INSPECTIONS INC.M DLANDS
HOME INSPECTIONS INC.

Er ic  Petersen 

• New Co nstr uction Disco unt  
• New Roof Disco unt  
• Competitive Ra tes  
• Customizabl e Pack age Policies  
• Prompt and Professio nal Ser vice  
• Multi  Policy Discounts  

Home + Multi-Family + Condos + Rental Properties 
Auto + Boat/ATV/Motorcycle + Life + Business  

(402) 614-4633 
www.PPInsTeam 

Er ic  Petersen 

• New Co nstr uction Disco unt  
• New Roof Disco unt  
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Ericka HeidvogelEricka Heidvogel
New Home Consultant

14002 L St., Omaha, NE 68137
www.celebrityhomesomaha.com

(402) 917-4888
Fax:  (402) 934-4973

eheidvogel@celebrityhomesomaha.com

Brent Rasmussen
CMC, CRMS, CDLP, CVLS, CMA / NMLS #5918 
President and Owner 

8420 W Dodge Rd Ste 113 
Omaha, NE 68114

brent@mtg-specialists.com 
w 402-991-5153 / c 402-578-0008

Representing ALL Locations!

402.689.3315
www.MonicaLang.com 

MLang@CelebrityHomesOmaha.com

“Your Celebrity Connection”

Monica
  LANG
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AFFILIATE SPOTLIGHT PRESENTS

Melanie Doeschot
Ambassador Title Services

HONEST ABE LOST
HIS HOME - TWICE

*The coverage will be governed by the 
terms of the policy, the claim or defect 
asserted and the factual situation.  
So, Follow These Simple Steps to Avoid 
Hiccups at the Closing Table

1.      Educate your buyers on the   
        importance of protecting their  
        property rights and the options  
        available to them with expanded or  
        basic coverage.

2.     Read the title commitment and   
        address any red flags.

3.     Send signed addendums to     
        both the lender and the title   
        company. 

 braham Lincoln was born in  
 a one-room cabin in Kentucky.   
 It wasn’t much, but it was 
home.  However, the Lincolns didn’t 
have the right papers and someone 
else had a better claim to the land.  At 
the age of three, Abe’s family packed 
up and moved.   Four years later, 
Lincoln’s father had to go to court to 
prove ownership rights again.  Abe’s 
father won the suit but moved his 
family to Indiana due to the fear of 
losing another property due to title 
issues. 

 Regardless of a thorough 
search, potential flaws in title still exist 
today; thus, the importance of 
protecting your buyer’s property rights.  
When your buyers purchase an 
owner’s title insurance policy, they 
acquire peace of mind.  The owner’s 
policy typically covers you from a host 
of prior to concurrent hidden defects, 
including*

4.    Verify “how” your buyers intend to              
       take title, as the title company and      
       lender move forward based on the   
       information input on the purchase  
       agreement.  (Watch for nicknames  
       or misspelled names.) 

5.    Confirm valid I.D. and who needs to     
       sign, counseling your buyers on  
       any marital changes, name     
       changes, or expiration of driver’s  
       licenses.     

6.    Fraud is REAL!  One out of every     
       three files will have an attempt of  
       fraud performed against it.  Walk    
       your buyers (and sellers) through  
       the dangers of fraud.  

7.    Consult with your title company    
       with any questions and/or special  
       closing needs throughout the   
       process. 
   
8.    Communicate.  Be in constant   
       communication with all parties  
       involved, allowing everyone to    
       enjoy your time at the closing   
       table.  �� 

Deeds executed under false 
or expired powers of attorney 

Mistaken interpretation of 
wills and trusts   
   
Incorrect representation of 
marital status   
   
Undisclosed heirs  
      
Mistakes in recording legal 
documents   
      
Incorrect legal descriptions 
   
Forged deeds, releases, etc .

Federal, state inheritance 
and gift tax liens   
 

      
Errors in tax records  
    
Federal condemnation 
without notice filing   
   
Capacity of foreign fiduciaries  
   
Duress in execution of 
documents    
      
Want of jurisdiction over 
persons in judicial 
proceedings   
   
Deeds from minors or 
non-existent entities   
      
Discovery of later will after 
probate of first will   
     
Easements by prescription 
not discovered by a survey  
    
   
Deeds delivered after death 
of grantor or grantee, or 
without consent of grantor  
     
Deeds from incompetent 
persons  

A
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Ericka Heidvogel Shelley Hourigan Brooke Johnson

Monica Lang David Lee Luke Lofgren

Kurt Pfeffer Gary Price Tammy Smart

Karen Stansberry Tiffany Stanton Carol Teggart

CelebrityHomesOmaha.com

Up to $3,000 towards closing costs when 
using one of our preferred local lenders

Instant WiFi Access

Washer and Dryer Package

Garage Door Opener with Remotes

Professionally Installed Blinds

Included with Every  
New Celebrity Home!
Exclusive Closing Package

Over $10,700 in additional VALUE!

If your Lifestyle DOES NOT 
include yard maintenance, 
mowing your lawn, or 
shoveling snow… you have 
found the right home! As the 
area’s leading New Villa & 
Townhome builder, Celebrity 
Homes is proud to offer a 
home which truly fits YOUR 
Lifestyle now.

NEW Villasfrom the $260’s

Association Benefits: 
    Snow Removal
    Lawn Care
    Trash Removal

Carol Teggart
402-960-8837
CTeggart@celebrityhomesomaha.com
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#1380R

3 . 09 . 23 / 9am - 12pm $25

THE GOOD

THE BAD

THE UGLY
OF FAIR HOUSING

REGISTER NOW AT: OMAHAREALTORS.COM/FAIR-HOUSING

To provide individuals and organizations in the housing 
field the knowledge of their rights and responsibilities so 
as not to violate Federal Fair Housing laws. Instructor: Joe 
Garcia, Director of Fair Housing Center of Nebraska 
(3 hrs of Continuing Education)
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WCROMAHA.COM

@WCROMAHA 14
JULY

 
 

January 12th was our first Board Meeting of the year. All I can say is WOW!! 
We had a packed board room with some fantastic energy and so many new faces. Our governing board
members and most of our project team chairs spent an hour working on business and planning for a
spectacular year of value driven meetings and engaging networking opportunities for YOU- 
because that is what we are all about!

We invite you to reach out to any of us and jump on a committee for a minimal time commitment and
great opportunity to help us provide the experience you want as a WCR member.

We are excited to announce that we have chosen Project Intentional, Inc. as our 2023 Charity
Partner. Founded by Sasha Berscheid in 2019, this amazing organization is focused on supporting
women in need through various resources. We cannot wait to help support their mission!

January was host to our “Get in the Game” Membership Mixer! The event was held at Omaha Sports
and Games and was a fun, casual, opportunity to connect and share what Women’s Council is all
about!! We invited many new members to join. 
Our goal for new memberships for the year…. 23 in ‘23

February’s RPAC Breakfast will be hosted at Champion’s Run on Tuesday, February 28th, 9-11am. Join
us for a fun game of Jeopardy and learn how RPAC Dollars protect you and your clients!
2022 Investments $29,500
2023 Investment Goal $35,000
IMPORTANT NOTE: Due to date conflicts-this event is TUESDAY rather than THURSDAY this year!

March will come in like a lion with our Spring Music Bingo Event happening at was a HUGE hit-
Happening again Thursday, March 23rd, 4-8pm at the Mainelli Center in St Robert’s Church. We had
an amazing turnout last year! We made some improvements and we are going to rock this event even
bigger and better!! 

- Liz Otto, President
g

January started off with a BANG for the 
2023 WCR Board and Project Teams!

FEB MAR

28 23

2023 
Double Diamond Sponsors 

FUTURE EVENTS

APRIL

6

Full House 
at the January
Board Meeting

2023 Spring Event-Music Bingo Project Team
 

The team that laughs together, succeeds together!
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WEWE  MAKEMAKE  
INSURANCE EASYINSURANCE EASY

402-991-6688402-991-6688
CALL OR EMAILCALL OR EMAIL  

MyInsuranceOmaha.comMyInsuranceOmaha.com

HOME & AUTOHOME & AUTO

ANNUAL REVIEWANNUAL REVIEW

Never shop your insurance again!Never shop your insurance again!  
On every renewal we will reviewOn every renewal we will review  
your insurance to make sure youyour insurance to make sure you  
continue to have the mostcontinue to have the most  
competitive options.competitive options.  

We specialize in Home & Auto.We specialize in Home & Auto.
We also offer Liability Umbrella,We also offer Liability Umbrella,
Renters, RV, Boat, Motor Cycle,Renters, RV, Boat, Motor Cycle,
ATV, & more.ATV, & more.  

WHO WE AREWHO WE ARE We make insurance EASYWe make insurance EASY! Call or! Call or  
email our team with your basicemail our team with your basic  
information and we will shop yourinformation and we will shop your  
home and auto insurance and emailhome and auto insurance and email  
quotes the same day.quotes the same day.  

WHAT WE DOWHAT WE DO

As a Trusted ChoiceAs a Trusted Choice  
Independent Agency, we haveIndependent Agency, we have  
multiple carrier options. Wemultiple carrier options. We  
will always provide the mostwill always provide the most  
competitively priced coveragecompetitively priced coverage  
from the best rated carriers.from the best rated carriers.  
Our local agents are availableOur local agents are available  
to provide you with valuableto provide you with valuable  
customer service.customer service.  Info@MyInsuranceOmaha.comInfo@MyInsuranceOmaha.com

PAST PRESIDENT’S CORNER
MARK WEHNER, 2015 PRESIDENT

What was the housing market like the year you were the OABR President?
In 2015, the mortgage interest rates were running around 3.85%, with about 5,000 homes in 
inventory. It was a buyer’s market. The average Days-On-Market (DOM) were running 70-90+
days in some price ranges. Pricing and positioning the listing in the marketplace became
an essential activity to sell any property within the average DOM!

What is one of your most rewarding experiences while being President?
Learning and watching the impact REALTORS ® have in the political arena, not so much 
any one issue, but the overall efforts of REALTORS ® to protect homeownership on so 
many levels.

How has being involved with OABR helped you grow professionally?
Education, teaching the need to create and deliver a viable value proposition in all my 
school’s (REEsults Coaching School of Real Estate) curriculum to real estate agents for
both pre-license and continuing education!  Contributing to the long-term success of 
REALTORS®, I found myself growing exponentially in the real estate industry!

Tell us about you. What are some of your hobbies/interests?
Married 49 years in 2023. Omaha native. REALTOR® Emeritus. Who would have thought 
that when I got my real estate license in 1976?  Enjoy my grandchildren, outdoor 
activities, Doobie Brothers, chili dogs, and travel when I find the time. 

What attracted you to a career in real estate?
The ability to control your own destiny!  Also, to be able to use your talents 
to help foster and make the American Dream, of both homeownership 
and career opportunities, a reality for all.

Any words of wisdom for new agents?
NEVER listen to or take advice from anyone in the industry that is not 
making the amount of income you want to earn!
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(1357R)

GOOD CONTRACT 
BAD CONTRACT
DO YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE?

OABR ED. CENTER
9:00AM - 12:00PM (3 HRS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION)

03 . 10 . 23

Learn vital aspects of the latest
purchase agreement.

Register Now: omaharealtors.com/contracts

$25 3 Hours CE (#1357R)
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Best Home 
Building Experience 

in the Omaha Metro!

Arbor View
1/2 Mile N of 204th & Maple

Highland Pointe
W on Lincoln Rd at Hwy 31

Falcon Pointe
52nd & Capehart

Omaha’s Builder

Charleston
Homes

charlestonhomesomaha.com
Mon-Fri: 2-6pm | Sat: 10am-5pm | Closed Sundays

Visit Our Models
& Sales Agents

1450 
Sq. Ft.

Build a 
Wingate 

Villa Ranch!

You’ll Fall 
In Love with 

this Floorplan!

Monthly Villa
 Dues Include: 

Mowing
Snow Removal
Trash Service

Lawn Fertilization
*Applies when built on villa lots.

LOOKING FOR MAINTENANCE-FREE LIVING?

*
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11830 Nicholas Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68154

Choose from 3 Styles of 12 Monthly 
Customizable Postcards! Start Anytime!

FOCUS PRINTING
PRINTING & MAILING

We Also Do Magnets & Notepads!

Ask Us 

About Our 

Mailing 

Services!

CALL OR EMAIL US TO DISCUSS THE RIGHT PLAN FOR YOU!

YOU CHOOSE  

THE MAILING

FREQUENCY!

Contact Jim at 402-619-5570 | Jim@FocusPrintingOmaha.com
Check Out Our Other Services at FocusPrintingOmaha.com 

READY TO RAMP UP YOUR MARKETING?
CHECK OUT THE NEW MONTHLY POST CARD SERIES


