ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend Chapter 43 of the Omaha Municipale&;entitled “Building,” to
add new definitions to Section 43-72 to provide exemptionsthier licensing and
regulation of contractors; and to provide the effectiate thereof.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OFOMAHA:

Section 1. That Chapter 43 of the Omaha Municipal Coterisby amended by adding
new Definitions and changing one existing exemption iniGed3-72 Exemptions:

43-72(7) Repairs that are entirely non-structural, do nsit more than $2000.00 and are
exempt from all other building code requirements.

Routine Maintenance shall be asystematic repaivork to an existing structure that is required

to maintain a safe and habitable environment and is entiogigtructural and has no effect on

the Life Safety requirements of the Code. In additmhdéms 1 through 10 above, it also
includes patching of drywall and plaster, repair of stormslaiorm windowsexisting window
sash replacemergcreens and broken glazing, replacement of door slabsadilyg repair,

concrete repair, deck board replacement.

Handyman Services shall be defined as anyone performinga@kyfov hire that is exempt from
permits as defined in 43-72.

Section 2. This Ordinance shall be in full force aneéafbne hundred and eighty days
from and after its passage.
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER

APPROVED BY:

MAYOR OF THE CITY OF OMAHA  DATE
PASSED

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF OMAHA DATE



Current Municipal Code regarding Permits June 1, 2011

Sec. 43-71. - Required.

Except as specified in section 43-72 of this Code, no building or structure regulated by this Code shall be
erected, constructed, enlarged, altered, repaired, moved, improved, removed, converted or demolished
unless a separate permit for each building or structure has first been obtained from the building official.

(Ord. No. 33582, § 1(43-71), 6-27-95)

Sec. 43-72. - Exemptions.
A building permit shall not be required for the following:
1. Movable cases, counters and partitions not over five feet nine inches high.

2. Retaining walls which are not over six feet high measured from the bottom of the finished grade to
the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II, or I1I-A liquids.

3. Painting, papering, floor covering and similar work.
4. Temporary motion picture, television and theater stage sets and scenery.

5. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall of one- and two-family dwellings when projecting not
more than 54 inches.

6. Swimming pools.

7. Repairs and alterations that are entirely nonstructural in nature and do not cost more than $500.00 to
complete.

8. Replacement of existing concrete or asphalt driveways and walks, provided that the area being
replaced is no larger than that which previously existed.

9. New concrete or asphalt paving when the total area is less than 200 square feet and it is not located
within the front yard setback.

10. Accessory buildings which are not larger than 75 square feet in floor area.

Unless otherwise exempted, separate plumbing, electrical and mechanical permits will be required for
the above-exempted items. All of the above items must comply with the zoning ordinance and other
pertinent ordinances even though they are exempt from building permit requirements.

Exemption from the permit requirements of this Code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for
any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this Code or any other laws or
ordinances of this jurisdiction.

(Ord. No. 33582, § 1(43-72), 6-27-95; Ord. No. 35988, § 5, 7-9-02)



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend Chapter 43 of the Omaha Municial&; entitled “Building,” to add a
new Article IX to provide for the licensing and regulatiof general contractors; and to
provide the effective date thereof.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OFOMAHA:
Section 1. That Chapter 43 of the Omaha Municipal Coderaby amended by adding a

new Atrticle I1X, entitled Seneral-Contractors,” consisting of new sections numbered 43-271

through 43-289, reading as follows:

Article | X. GeneraleContractors.

Sec. 43-271. Purpose.

The purpose of this article is to provide for the ligggmsind requlation ofeneral
contractors doing construction work for hire in they @r within the city’'s three-mile
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city. The citpancil finds that the regulation and licensing
of suchgeneralcontractors would serve and protect public safety, heaitd welfare.

Sec. 43-272. Licenserequired.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to act ageaeralcontractor, as defined in this
article, in the city or within the three-mile exiaitorial jurisdiction of the city,
without having first obtained a license to do so frdw permits and inspections
division. The prohibition contained in this subsectisimll become effective
commencing 6 months from the effective date of thiknance.

(b) In the case of a corporation, partnership, or othtyetoing business asegeneral
contractor, at least one executive officer or desephatll time employee shall be
required to hold the requisite license. Such officer oigdated full time employee
shall be liable to service of regular process, and lsbaksponsible for such entity’'s
compliance with applicable laws.

Sec. 43-273. General-cContractor defined.

For purposes of this article, @¢rerattContractor” is defined as any person or entity
who contracts or works for hire with the owner anaet of property to build, construct,
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alter, repair, add to, subtract from, or otherwise imgrany building or structure upon the
said property, within the city or its three-mile exémitorial jurisdiction. The term also
applies to landlords and property owners performing work opastythat they own but do
not reside in. The terngeneractontractor” shall not include a tradesman licensdtiégity
who performs work within his or her licensed tradeamy subcontractor performing work
under a contract with a licensed general contradtfith the following exceptions:

(@) Work defined as routine maintenance in 43-72 is exéoptthe requirements of
this section.

(b) Anyone performing work under the definition of Handynservice in 43-72 is
exempt from the requirements of this section.

(c) Any organization that constructs new or renavatasting structures with a mostly
volunteer labor force must have at least one persoteain staff that is either a
Licensed General Contractor or have a Licensed Ge@ewatractor as a board
member acting as their license holder

—The- five classes ofienegr! contractor licenses are as defined in the IntemakiGode
Council (ICC) Contractor Certification Program

(a) Class A — All work allowed by the adopted version ofititernational Building and
International Residential Codes

(b) Class B — All work allowed by the adopted version ofititernational Building and
International Residential Codes up to 4 stories in height

(c) Class C — All work as allowed by the InternationaliB@gstial Code

(d) Class D — Allwork as Allowed by the International Restial Code as it pertains to
additions and remodeling of single family residential $tres.

(e) Class E- All roofing, siding, replacement window and doence and deck
contractors.

Sec. 43-274. Application.

An applicant for a license required by this articlelshake a written application to
the permits and inspections division on a form prepardduainished by such division. Such
application shall include, at a minimum, the applicantreet address, which should be
considered to be the registered address if a licenssued; and the authorized testing
agency’s certification that the applicant has passeddsiefor the class of license the
application is made for.
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Sec. 43-275. Qualifications.

All applicants for a general contractor’s license unihés article shall meet the
following qualifications:

(a) The applicant shall have reached the age of majorttyeirstate of Nebraska.

(b) The applicant shall have successfully passed the ICC &athe class they are
seeking to obtain.

Sec. 43-276. Application fee.

An applicant for a license under this article shall péigense fe@the-amounbf$
300-00for a three-year period in the following amounts:

Class A and B:$300.00

Class C: $200.00

Class D and E: $100.00

Sec. 43-277. Examination.

(a) The examination shall be conducted by a third-partyngestgency which has been
approved by the ICC for such purposes. The examinatadirbstof such a nature as
to uniformly test the capabilities of all applicants fbe same class of license. The
examination shall be both practical and theoretiathjects tested by the examination
shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(1) The applicant’'s knowledge of all provisions of this cadate law, and rules
and reqgulations pertaining to building processes under the ofdicense
applied for; and,

(2) The applicant’s ability to design, direct and superbuilding activities under
the class of license applied for.

(b) To pass the examination, the applicant museae a grade on the examination as
determined by the ICC Contractor CertificatProgram
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Sec. 43-278. |ssuance or denial.

The permits and inspections division shall issue adegof the class applied for, to a
qualified applicant who has successfully passed the exaomriat such class of license.

Sec. 43-279. Bond and insurance.

Prior to issuance or renewal of a license underattisle, the prospective license
holder shall provide to the permits and inspections diviahd maintain in continuous effect
thereatfter, the following:

(a) A certificate of insurance which provides combined cage of bodily injury and
property damage in a minimum amounttéf600,000.66300,000.00.

(b) A bond in the sum of $10,000.00 with sufficient sureties, wkltall be for the
protection of the city against loss or damage by reafoarelessness or negligence
of the license holder to properly execute and protecaadyall work performed by
him or her or work under his or her supervision duringpiod of such license.

Sec. 43-280. Term.

All original and renewal licenses issued under the pimngsof this article shall expire
on the third December 3hfter the date of issuance

Sec. 43-281. Renewal.

A license issued under this article shall be renewed tigolitense holder providing
the permits and inspections division with (a) the regludertificate of insurance, (b) proof of
completion oft2 9 contact hours of continuing education from agenciggieethrough the
ICC or college courses related to construction, (ca8sels provided by the City of Omaha
Permits and Inspection Division and (d)dlenewal fee for the class of license helfl.
$-300.00Only original certificates from the approved agendiheiaccepted. Photocopies
will not be counted toward this requirement. Failuredimglete this requirement will require
the applicant retake the exam and obtain a passing grageew the license.

Sec. 43-282. Appeal procedure.

Whenever any person has made application for angéggmvided under this article,
and such application has been denied by the city, oravkerny license previously granted
iS not renewed, such applicant or such person whosedi¢&rs not been renewed may appeal
from such action of the city by filing an appeal witie tbuilding board of review in the
manner provided in this chapter, within 15 days of théscitction.




ORDINANCE NO.
Page 5

Sec. 43-283. Re-examination after failure.

If an applicant for a license under this article ladled to pass the examination for the
license applied for, the applicant may take another exdion for that same license at such
time as allowed by the testing agency.

Sec. 43-284. Reciprocal license.

An applicant holding a valideneralcontractor’s license from another jurisdiction,
which was based on the applicant’'s passage of the sagigi@r examination as that
administered by the city, shall be exempt from thergxation required in this article. In such
an event, if the applicant is otherwise qualified, a gdrentractor’s license of the type
corresponding to the examination that was passed, shadlsued upon payment of the

required fee.

Sec. 43-285. Inactive license.

(a) A licensed general contractor may apply for animaticense. Upon such application
and payment of any applicable renewal fees, the cilf ghant such a person an
inactive general contractor’s license. The holdesiroinactive general contractor’s
license shall not engage in any general contractavitas for which a license is
otherwise required under this code.

(b) The bond and insurance requirements of this arghil not be required as
prerequisites for the issuance, maintenance, or renefvah inactive general
contractor’s license.

(c) The holder of an inactive general contractocsrise may make application to the city
for a reactivation of his or her status as an agtameral contractor’s license holder.
The city shall activate such license upon providing prafofurrent Continuing
Education Credit and payment of the applicable renewal d@€ the filing of a
current certificate of insurance under the provisionhigfarticle.

Sec. 43-286. Temporary license.

In case of theleathor incapacity or separation from employment of the hotdex
valid generalcontractor’s license, who is a sole proprietor, migjostockholder of a
corporation, or an employee of a firm or corporattbe, city may issue a temporary license
for such holder’s business for a period of not more tl#amonths. Such license shall be
issued only to a person who meets the qualificatiomsdstasection 43-275, is an owner, or
employee of the said business, and has not successhslytpthe required examination. An
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extension of the said term of a temporary license beaguthorized only by the building
board of review, upon a showing of special hardship aculify.

Sec. 43-287. Duties of license holder.

It shall be unlawful for any licensegereralcontractor to perform angeneral
contractor work within the city or its three mileteterritorial jurisdiction unless he or she
possesses each required permit for such work, contaiinmathe of thgeneratontractor
authorized to do the work. The license holder shall siggerand shall be responsible for, all
work performed under his or her license. All licensssied under the provisions of this
article shall be non-transferrable.

Sec. 43-288. Work by homeowners.

Notwithstanding the provisions of this article, a parsnay build, construct, alter,
repair, add to, subtract from, or otherwise improve Hibgi or structure upon a property
which he or she owns and resides on, without holdinticémese otherwise required for such
activity under this article. Such person shall obthireguired permits and inspections, pay all
required permit fees, and otherwise comply with all otteguirements of this code In
conducting such building activity. A property owner may ¢amd or act as aeneral
contractor for one new home on vacant land ownedhdytoperty owner in #0 5 year
period without having to obtain the required contractoense. A homeowner/property
owner may not obtain permits in their name and usebcensed contractens defined in
43-273 to perform the work on their property.

Sec. 43-289. Revocation and suspension.

(@) Any license issued under this article may be revokedispended by the
Planning Director or their designated representativarfigrof the following
causes, after notice to the license holder;

1. A consistent pattern of code violations aftertemntnotice to the license
holder and reasonable opportunity to cure; or

2. A persistent pattern of failure to obtain requireddmnal permits; or

3. Fraud in obtaining a license.

The Planning Director or their designated representatas revoke or suspend a
license upon receipt of information indicating any eféllvove causes. Written notice
of the revocation or suspension shall be sent tticéese holder, at his or her address
as reqistered with the city. Charges brought to thent@dte of the permits and
inspections division by citizens will be reviewed fagligence of building and life
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safety provisions of the code only. Workmanship issodsantractual issues that are
not part of the code will not be considered.

(b) Following notice if the Planning Director oethdesignated Representative shall
find based on the charges and the evidence, that éinsdidolder has been guilty of
any of the causes stated in this section, then @il Director may revoke the
license holder’s license, suspend the license for agefi up to 24 months, or
reprimand the license holder. Otherwise, the PlanBinector may dismiss the
charges or decline to take action against the licenisiett's license.

(b) A license holder aggrieved by the decision of the figrbirector may have
such decision reviewed by the Building Board of Reviewldth time both
sides will present evidence to support their case. Thedbmay concur,
overturn or dismiss charges based on evidence provided.

(c) Further appeals may be made to the district court inran proceeding as
provided under section 43-67.

(d) A person whose license has been revoked shall notabéegra new license
for a period of 2 years thereafter, and shall be requoedass an
examination for such new license.

Sec. 43-290. Working without license.

A person performingwork regulated by thissection without therequired license
will beregquired to completetherequirementsfor the class of licensethey are applying
for and be accessed a fee of four timestheregular fee. Theserequirementsshall bein
addition to any criminal penaltiesthat may be applicable

Section 2. This Ordinance shall be in full force areotfiteen fiteen days from and after
its passage.
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER

APPROVED BY:

MAYOR OF THE CITY OF OMAHA DATE



