
Thursday, June 9, 2016 
 

Champions Run | 13800 Eagle Run Drive 
 

11:00-11:45 am - Networking 
11:45 am-1:00pm - Lunch & Program 

June 2016 Newsletter 

We encourage attendees to please PRE-REGISTER by:  
- EMAIL to Heidi Weeks at hweeks@centrisfcu.org 

- ONLINE at www.wcromaha.com (Buy Now) 
- FACEBOOK (Click “ Join”   for the WCR Omaha Business Luncheon) 

*More Details on Page 4* 



WCR Leadership & Contact Information 

GOVERNING BOARD OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 

Crystal Archer ........................... 402-215-5483 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Darla Bengtson ......................... 402-676-2842 
MEMBERSHIP 

Katie Clemenger ....................... 402-813-2551 
REGIONAL GOVERNOR 

Megan Bengtson ...................... 402-740-5519 

SECRETARY 

Surie Legge ............................... 402-829-6412 

TREASURER 

Becky Sandiland ....................... 402-676-2167 
PAST PRESIDENT 

Jessica Sawyer ......................... 402-679-8166 
PARLIAMENTARIAN & BY-LAWS 

Therese Wehner ....................... 402-670-0101 

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIR 

Jen Monjaras ............................ 402-200-8554 

 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Mary Sladek .............................. 402-305-8719 

EAT, DRINK, LIP SYNC CHAIR 

Lori Bonnstetter ....................... 402-536-0234 

EAT, DRINK, LIP SYNC CO-CHAIR 

Missy Turner ............................. 402-630-9346 
GOLF CHAIR 

Jen Monjaras ............................ 402-397-7775 
GOLF CO­-CHAIR 

Erin Pearson ............................. 402-560-4170 

SCHOLARSHIP  

Lindsey Krenk ........................... 402-415-4358 
HOLIDAY RECEPTION 

Sue Mohr ................................... 402-980-7219 

EDUCATION CHAIR 

Angel Starks ............................. 402-553-5744 

 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS 

Heidi Weeks .............................. 402-697-6751 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Kellie Konz-Wieczorek ............. 402-210-6046 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Lisa Welch ................................. 402-619-5552 
TECHNOLOGY CHAIR 

Laura Longo  ............................. 402-758-6041 
DOOR PRIZES & HOSPITALITY 

Laura Ousley ............................. 402-639-8040 

The mission of the Women’s 
Council of REALTORS 

® 
 

 
We are a network of successful 

REALTORS 
®
 empowering 

women to exercise their 
potential as entrepreneurs and 

industry leaders.  

Thanks to all who sponsored, donated, participated 
and were entertained at Eat, Drink, Lip Sync! What a 

RECORD-BREAKING success!  
 

We presented a check to Habitat for Humanity in 
the amount of $8,063.32!  

 
 

Now it’s time to make history at out GOLF EVENT! 
We can do it, WCR! 



2016 Calendar & Upcoming Events 

June 
June 9th - WCR Business Resource Meeting – Champions 11:15am-1:00pm 
June 16th - WCR Board Meeting @ OABR (9am-10am) - Open to all WCR Members 
 
 

July 
July 7th - WCR Golf Tournament - Pacific Springs 
July 21st - WCR Board Meeting @ OABR (9am-10am) - Open to all WCR Members 
 

August 
August 11th - WCR Business Resource Meeting – Champions 11:15am-1:00pm 
August 18th -  WCR Board Meeting @ OABR (9am-10am) - Open to all WCR Members 

At Your Service! We Want to Hear From You! 

Did you know …WCR has a Hospitality Committee? Laura Ousley is at your 
service if you know of any happenings pertaining to our WCR friends, be it joyful, 
serious, sad, encouraging, etc. Please contact Laura at laura@maximcr.com and she 
will serve as the voice of WCR to acknowledge anything that should be with cards, 
flowers, etc… whatever seems appropriate. If possible, share the address of the 
person or persons being acknowledged. Many thanks!  

Also, if you have any great news to share in the newsletter, tell us all about it! 









We Learn. We Build. We Give.  

“In everything we do, we serve with respect, integrity and urgency.”

 
 

WCR raised $672.00 at our May Luncheon 
for Food Bank of the Heartland!    

 

Summer is an especially difficult time for families at-risk for hunger because children, who 
often eat breakfast and lunch at school, are on summer break, and families must account for 
these extra meals in their already tight budgets. Approximately 42 percent of children in 
Nebraska receive free or reduced school lunches. 
 
Once again Food Bank for the Heartland is working to help these children and families in need 
this summer with our Kids Cruisin' Kitchen (KCK) program. In its sixth year, Kids Cruisin' 
Kitchen is a collaborative initiative with the Omaha Salvation Army.   

Thank you for giving at the May Luncheon! 



Our June Spotlight Sponsor Is… 

Bridget Vacha 
Home Standards Inspection Services 

 

We are a small business that is locally owned and operated by 

full time inspector Steve Vacha. We understand and own the 

service of a home inspection. We only hire inspectors who have 

backgrounds in construction. We are able to put items of 

concern  into perspective.   

Why do you love being a member of WCR? 

It’s great to be part of an organization that 
encourages and supports women in the 
workforce.  I especially have enjoyed the 
educational speakers at the monthly 
luncheons. 

Who got you involved in WCR? 

When I started at Home Standards last 
December, Steve (Vacha) asked that I join and 
begin attending the meetings because Home 
Standards has always had a great relationship 
with the WCR.  It was important to him and our 
company that I join the group and get involved 
right away. 

What is your favorite WCR Activity? 

I am a newer member, but so far I have really 
enjoyed the Eat, Drink and Lipsync night.  It 
was great to see all the realtors and affiliates 
performing and just having fun with it.  Who 
knew there was so much talent in the Omaha 
real estate community?! 

Where is your favorite place you’ve 

traveled? Why? 

I’d have to say San Diego.  The weather was 
amazing and it was such a beautiful city.  
There were lots of beaches and historical sites 
to explore and it wasn’t overcrowded. 

What is a goal of yours that you want to 

accomplish this year? 

To get involved in the community and join in as 
much as possible.  Networking is so important 
and the WCR has provided such a great 

opportunity for me to be able to meet people 
and learn about all kinds of different aspects of 
the real estate process. 

What is one local thing that you have 

wanted to do? 

The River City History Tours by the Durham 
Museum.  Omaha has so much history that is 
right around us every day.  I would love to 
have a guided tour and learn all about what 
happened where! 

What do you think the future of real estate 

looks like? 

I would be willing to guess that it will fluctuate 
(as it always does) but will stay fairly steady in 
the Omaha market- always with more focus on 
technology and efficiency! 

What is the best business tip you have 

been given? 

Listen- to your customers, your colleagues and 
your competition.  You can always learn 
something. 

What is the highlight of your life? 

My husband, Jon, of course!  Also- my dog, 
Wally. 

What do you think the secret to life is? 

Being a good person and appreciating the little 
things.  

Greetings!  Who Are You & What Are You Doing Here? 





President’s View 

You Make Our Network Successful! 

This time of the year is one of the most fun for me!  As a REALTOR®, I 
am always busy wrapping up the Spring rush and planning for ways to 
keep business going through the Summer.  As a mom, I’m elbow deep 

in baseball...I’m writing this right now as my 10 year old warms up for 
an evening game.  As the President of WCR Omaha, I am just back 
from the Mid-Year meetings in Washington DC with our leadership 

team.  
 

Each time I’ve traveled with the leadership team, I am impressed with 
how strong our network is!  Our leadership team is impressive, diverse 

and enthusiastic about the future of WCR in Omaha.  As we spoke to 
WCR leadership from all of the country, we realized truly how blessed we are to have such 

committed and successful members, both REALTORS® and Strategic Partners.  You are truly 
what makes our network so successful! 

 
Our Golf Committee has been working hard to plan our annual Golf Event on July 7th.  There 

are still some sponsor opportunities available, so please contact Jen Monjaras at 402-200-
8554 to get involved.  The golf teams are filling up quickly as well!  You can sign up to 

sponsor or golf on our website www.wcromaha.com.  It will be a fun filled day to benefit a 
great charity-Chariots 4 Hope! 

 
I hope to see you all at our next luncheon on June 9th, we will have the opportunity to hear 

what Chariots 4 Hope does in our community.  You can register as a guest on our website. If 
you have a friend you think may love the networking and education that WCR provides, bring 

them along!  

 
Crystal Archer 

2016 WCR President 

PJ Morgan Real Estate 

 



And Our June REALTOR Spotlight Is… 

Terri Pruitt 
Coldwell Banker - REA 

 

Starting in 1980, Coldwell Banker REA is a well established, growing 

business in Omaha Real Estate. Since the start, Coldwell Banker 

REA had the idea that the way to a better business was to better 

service our customers. Over the past 30 years, Coldwell Banker 

REA has evolved and adapted to the ever changing market.  

Name: Terri Pruitt 

Why do you love being a member of WCR? 
Just joined, however, I like being empowered 
by other women in the industry.  
 
 
Who got you involved in WCR? Well, it 
was between Monica Lang and Jane 
Eggenberg.  
 
 
What is your favorite WCR Activity? I like 
all the social events because I get to meet 
new people and share ideas.  
 
 
Where is your favorite place you’ve 
traveled? Why? Colorado, because my 
grandsons live there.  
 
 
What is a goal of yours that you want to 
accomplish this year? I try every year to 
increase my sales from the year before.  
 
 
What is one local thing that you have 
wanted to do? Get involved with a Dog 
Rescue program.  
 
 
What do you think the future of real estate 
looks like? With me, it looks bright being 
the new Coldwell Banker Brand, have a 
Corporate Relocation Department, and the 

continually stable market.  
 
 
What is the best business tip you have 
been given? To get anywhere in life you 
have to make sure you balance between your 
personal life, family, financial, spiritual, 
physical, mental, and business goals.  
 
 
What is the highlight of your life?  
Family, friends, and my furry babies.  
 
What do you think the secret to life is? 
Being happy, positive and being balanced in 
your life.  

Greetings!  Who Are You & What Are You Doing Here? 



Home Standards Inspections Services 

June Spotlight Sponsor 
 

It’s been a busy year so far for the people at Home Standards Inspection Services!  
First off, we would like to welcome Robert Grohowski to our 
team as a Home Inspector!  Robert has been working in or 
around construction for most of his life and even had a 
remodeling business for a time.  He took time off construction 
to join the U.S. Air force and obtain a degree in business.  
Robert has a vast general knowledge of home construction 
and we are proud to have him on our team! 
 

Our own Jon Vacha is currently serving in his 2nd year as 
President of the Greater Omaha Chapter of ASHI (American 
Society of Home Inspectors).  He represented Home 

Standards and our Omaha Chapter at the National ASHI meeting in San Diego this 
past January.  He also attended the Radon Stakeholders annual meeting this 
Spring and plans to attend another inspection conference this November.  Jon is 
committed to our education and keeping us on the cutting edge of what’s new in the 
home inspection industry! 
 

Bridget Vacha has also been motivated by education.  Since attending REBar 
Camp this April and seeing the “Restore Omaha” talk, Bridget has decided to 
volunteer her time on the Education Committee at Restoration Exchange Omaha 
(REO).   REO is a local non-profit that is (according to their website) “dedicated to 
the preservation and restoration of older homes, buildings and neighborhoods in 
the Omaha/Council Bluffs metro through education and advocacy”. 
 

Last but not least, if you see Steve Vacha around town, please make sure to 
congratulate him on qualifying for the Boston Marathon!  Way to go, Steve! 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPCxiKGK3scCFYEJkgodY2YHxQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbuildforohio.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNEvYqMJqnN3XaVPC9I_VfJa-hSgvw&ust=1441480153082356


Thank you for your support!! 
 

We appreciate our  
Strategic Partners!  



Advertise with WCR 

WCR Newsletter Advertising Agreement 2016 
 

Print Options      Investment Per Month 
 

1.  Business Card     $30/month   ___________ 

 

2.  ¼ Page       $50/month   ___________ 

 

3.  ½ Page       $75/month   ___________ 

 

4.  Full Page      $100/month ___________ 

 

Online Option      Investment Per Month 

 

5.  Feature Banner Ad     $150/month ___________ 

 
Please indicate your advertising choices above.  Each option is a 12-month commitment.  Payment to be prorated 

based on month of initiation. 

 

 

Company Name:  ____________________________________________ 

Primary Contact  ____________________________________________ 

Billing Address  ____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________________ 

Primary Phone:  ____________________________________________ 

Email Address:  ____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Advertiser Signature:  ____________________________________   

Date: ___________ 



Advertise with WCR 

 

 
 

Why should you advertise in the 2016 newsletter? 
 Your advertisement will be in front of over 160  

members, 12 times per year 

 Emailed to the entire Omaha Area Board of      

REALTORS® membership - over 2400 members! 

 Each advertiser will receive a display table at a 2016 

luncheon 

 Impressive online advertising option on our new  

website 
 

As always, the newsletter will keep members up to date 

with: 
Sponsor articles 

Charitable opportunities 

Upcoming events 

Getting to know you articles 

Technology articles 
 

Advance annual payment is due with your signed agreement.  

With this advance payment, you receive a 10% discount! 
 

Ready to get started? 
Please mail or email your agreement to: 

Women’s Council of REALTORS® 
C/O Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® 

11830 Nicholas Street 

Omaha, NE  68154
 

kellie@nebraskarealty.com 


